
WELCOME TO
F O R E S T  B R O O K
A  M E M B E R S H I P  G U I D E  



W e ’ r e  a n  o r d i n a r y
g r o u p  o f  J e s u s -
f o l l o w e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g
a  v a r i e t y  o f
b a c k g r o u n d s ,  w h o  a r e
l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g  i n
o u r  f a i t h  t o g e t h e r .  W e
c o n s i d e r  o u r s e l v e s  a
s p i r i t u a l  f a m i l y  a n d
v a l u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o v e r
b r a n d  a n d  s t r u c t u r e .  

W h e n  w e  g a t h e r ,  w e
b r i n g  o u r  ‘ w h o l e
s e l v e s ’ ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g
t h a t  a u t h e n t i c i t y  i s  f a r
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  G o d
t h a n  p e r f e c t i o n .  W e
s t r i v e  t o  c r e a t e  a n
e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  i s
s a f e ,  a c c e s s i b l e ,
i n c l u s i v e  a n d  c e n t e r e d
o n  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f
J e s u s .  

T h e  t a b l e  r e m a i n s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  p i c t u r e  f o r
u s .  B o t h  a s  a
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  o u r
r o o t s  i n  t h e  B r e t h r e n
t r a d i t i o n  ( w e  s h a r e
c o m m u n i o n  a l m o s t
e v e r y  t i m e  w e  g a t h e r ) ,
a n d  a s  a  v i s i o n  f o r  o u r
f u t u r e  ( a  b i g g e r  t a b l e ,
w h e r e  t h e r e ’ s  a l w a y s
r o o m  f o r  m o r e . )  W e
l o v e  t h e  w a y  t h i s  v i s u a l
p o i n t s  t o  s p i r i t u a l
h u n g e r ,  G o d ’ s
p r o v i s i o n ,  a n d  s h a r e d
e x p e r i e n c e  -  a  p l a c e  f o r
e v e r y o n e  t o  b e l o n g .  

No matter where you are on your 
spiritual journey, you’re welcome here.
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OUR VISION
C e n t e r e d  o n  J e s u s ,  l i v i n g  i n  G o d ' s  l o v e ,

j o i n i n g  H i s  m i s s i o n  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  w o r l d .

OUR MISSION
“ L o v e  G o d  a n d  l o v e  o t h e r s . ”

R e f l e c t i n g  G o d ' s  l o v e ,  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s  a n d
b r i n g i n g  h o p e  t o  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  -  w h e r e

w e  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  g o  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  p l a y .

Gather: Worship & Community
W e  g a t h e r ,  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  J e s u s ,  a s  a
w o r s h i p f u l  a n d  r e l a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  t o
c o n n e c t  w i t h  G o d  a n d  o n e  a n o t h e r .

Form: Growing in Faith Together
W e  a r e  f o r m e d  b y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d
s h a r e d  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  s h a p e  w h o  w e  a r e
a n d  h o w  w e  l i v e .  F o r m a t i o n  i s  a b o u t
b e c o m i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  G o d  c a l l s  u s  t o  b e .

Send: Living God’s Mission
W e  a r e  s e n t  t o  j o i n  G o d ’ s  w o r k  i n  t h e
w o r l d ,  s h a r i n g  H i s  l o v e  a n d  h o p e .  W e
s e e  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  w o r k p l a c e s ,  a n d
s c h o o l s  a s  p l a c e s  w h e r e  G o d  i s  a l r e a d y
a c t i v e ,  a n d  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  j o i n  H i m
t h e r e .
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VALUE
W H A T  W E

1.Whole Life Spirituality
F o l l o w i n g  J e s u s  p e r m e a t e s  e v e r y
a s p e c t  o f  o u r  l i v e s .  O u r  f a i t h  i s
e m b o d i e d  a s  w e  e n g a g e  i n  t h e
p r a c t i c e s  o f  p r a y e r ,  r e a d i n g  S c r i p t u r e ,
w o r s h i p  a n d  c o m m u n i o n  i n  t h e i r
w i d e s t  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  b o t h  g a t h e r e d  a s  a
c h u r c h  a n d  i n  o u r  e v e r y d a y  l i v e s .

2.Shared Leadership
W e  m o d e l  a n d  p r a c t i c e  s h a r e d
l e a d e r s h i p  a t  e v e r y  l e v e l ,
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  F o r e s t  B r o o k
i s  G o d ’ s  c h u r c h ,  a n d  t h a t  i t ’ s
t h e  S p i r i t  w h o  e m p o w e r s  u s  t o
l e a d ,  g u i d e ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e .
W e  f i x  o u r  e y e s  o n  t h e  s a m e
h o r i z o n ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,
c u l t i v a t e  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d
r e l e a s e  c r e a t i v i t y  t o w a r d  o u r
c o m m o n  g o a l .
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3.Belonging
W e  f o s t e r  a  c u l t u r e  o f  w e l c o m e  a n d
i n c l u s i o n ,  w h e r e  o u r  d i v e r s i t y  i s
r e p r e s e n t e d ,  a n d  e a c h  o n e  f i n d s  s a f e
s p a c e  t o  g a t h e r  a n d  b e l o n g .

A COMMUNITY

4.Covenant Community
C h o o s i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o v e r  s t r u c t u r e s
a n d  s y s t e m s ,  w e  c a r e  a b o u t  o n e
a n o t h e r  d e e p l y  a n d  a c t  w i t h
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  a n d  a u t h e n t i c i t y .

5.Story
W e  s h a r e  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  ( J e s u s  S t o r y ) ,
o u r  o w n  s t o r i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e i r
a u t h e n t i c  p a r t s )  a n d  h o w  t h e y
i n t e r s e c t .  W e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  J e s u s  s t o r y  i n  o u r
w o r l d  t o d a y  t h r o u g h  w o r s h i p ,  p r a y e r ,
c o m m u n i o n  a n d  w o r d .

GATHERED
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6.Becoming
O u r  p r a c t i c e s  f o r m  u s .  W e  i d e n t i f y  t h e
w o r k  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a s  o n - g o i n g
a n d  s e e  o u r s e l v e s  a s  ‘ w o r k s  i n
p r o g r e s s ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e c o m i n g  m o r e
w h o  w e  w e r e  m a d e  t o  b e .  W e  e m b r a c e
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n  i n  o u r
p r a c t i c e s  a s  w e  j o u r n e y  i n  f o l l o w i n g
J e s u s .

A COMMUNITY

7.Listening
W e  a r e  S p i r i t - l e d  a n d  S p i r i t - p o w e r e d ,
c h o o s i n g  t o  l i s t e n ,  l e a r n  a n d  d i s c e r n  i n
c o m m u n i t y .  W e  h o l d  p l a n s  l o o s e l y ,
p a u s e  t o  c o u r s e - c o r r e c t  a n d  r e l i n q u i s h
o u r  p e r s o n a l  a g e n d a s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e
c o l l e c t i v e ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  G o d ' s  w a y  i s
b e t t e r .

FORMED
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8.Good-Neighbouring
T h r o u g h  a  l e n s  o f  o p e n n e s s  a n d
c u r i o s i t y ,  w e  p a r t n e r  w i t h  a n d
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  w o r k
t o w a r d  t h e  o v e r a l l  f l o u r i s h i n g  o f  o u r
c o m m u n i t y .  W e  l o v e  f r e e l y ,  s h a r e  h o p e
a n d  o f f e r  p e a c e  t o  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s .

A COMMUNITY

9.Radical Hospitality
W e  p r a c t i c e  ‘ w i t h n e s s ’ ,  e m b r a c e  G o d ’ s
h e a r t  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  m o v e  t o w a r d s
a l l y s h i p .  W e  s e e k  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p e o p l e
a n d  p l a c e s  t h a t  a r e  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f
G o d ' s  h e a r t ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  o v e r l o o k e d
o r  e x c l u d e d ,  a n d  e x t e n d  w e l c o m e  a n d
m e r c y .

SENT

10.Agility
W e  ‘ r e a d  t h e  w i n d s ’ ,  a t t e n t i v e  t o  w h e r e
G o d  i s  a t  w o r k  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s ,
a n d  r e s p o n d i n g  a s  H e  i n v i t e s .  W e
c r e a t e  a n d  p r o t e c t  s p a c e  i n  o u r
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  c a l e n d a r  s o  t h a t  w e  a r e
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  a g i l e  -  r e a d y  t o  j o i n  i n .
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BELIEVE
W H A T  W E

A t  F o r e s t  B r o o k ,  w e  c o m e  t o  o u r  f a i t h  f r o m
v a r i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d
t h e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  h a s
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c r e a t e  c o n f l i c t  a n d  d i v i s i o n
w h e r e  w e  d i v e r g e  o n  d o c t r i n a l  i s s u e s .  J e s u s '
o w n  p r a y e r  w a s  t h a t  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  " b e  o n e "
( J o h n  1 7 : 2 0 - 2 1 )  s o  w e  h i g h l y  v a l u e  u n i t y  a m o n g
o u r  s p i r i t u a l  f a m i l y .  W e  h o l d  t o  t h e  t e n e t s  o f
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
c r e e d s  ( s e e  m o r e  b e l o w . )  O n  a l l  o t h e r
s e c o n d a r y  m a t t e r s  w e  c h o o s e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e
a d m o n i t i o n  o f  R o m a n s  1 4  -  a l l o w i n g  e a c h  t o
b e l i e v e  a n d  c o n d u c t  t h e m s e l v e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  a n d  w i t h h o l d i n g  j u d g m e n t
o n  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  w e  d i f f e r  i n  o p i n i o n .

St. Augustine put it this way, "In essentials, unity; 
in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity."
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W H A T  W E  B E L I E V E  ( C O N T I N U E D )

S o  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n
w e  d i s a g r e e ?  O u r
l e a d e r s h i p  i s  g u i d e d  b y
three  pr inc ip les :
precepts ,  preferences
and pract ices .  I f  a
m a t t e r  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o
b e  a  precept
( s o m e t h i n g  w e  a r e
g i v e n  c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  o n
i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s )  t h e n
w e  h o l d  t o  t h a t
t o g e t h e r .  I f  s o m e t h i n g
i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  a
preference ,  t h e n  t h e
R o m a n s  1 4  i n j u n c t i o n
a p p l i e s .  I f  s o m e t h i n g  i s
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  a
pract ice  -  s o m e t h i n g
t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  " d o "
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e n
l e a d e r s h i p  d i s c e r n s  a n d
d e c i d e s  t o g e t h e r .
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I n  O n e  G o d ,  w h o  i s  t h e  c r e a t o r  a n d  r u l e r  o f  t h e
e n t i r e  u n i v e r s e .  W e  b e l i e v e  G o d  e x i s t s  a s  a
T r i n i t y  o f  F a t h e r ,  S o n  a n d  H o l y  S p i r i t .  W e
b e l i e v e  G o d  i s  h o l y ,  l o v i n g ,  p e r f e c t  a n d  a l l -
p o w e r f u l .  A n d  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  G o d  i s
a l l  o f  t h i s  –  H e  l o v e s  y o u  a n d  m e  a n d  w a n t s  t o
b e  k n o w n  p e r s o n a l l y  b y  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s .  

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  m a k e s  H i m s e l f  k n o w n  t o
u s  i n  g e n e r a l  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  t h r o u g h  t h e  B i b l e .

AT FOREST BROOK

WE BELIEVE. . .
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I n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d .  W e  b e l i e v e
t h a t  J e s u s  e x i s t s  e t e r n a l l y  a s  t h e  s e c o n d
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G o d h e a d ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s
c o n c e i v e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  b o r n  o f  t h e
v i r g i n  M a r y ,  l i v e d  a  p e r f e c t l y  s i n l e s s  l i f e  a n d
g a v e  h i m s e l f  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  t h e  s i n s  o f  a l l
h u m a n i t y  b y  d y i n g  o n  t h e  c r o s s .  W e  b e l i e v e
t h a t  a f t e r  t h r e e  d a y s  h e  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  p o w e r  o v e r  s i n  a n d  d e a t h ,
a n d  t h a t  h e  t h e n  a s c e n d e d  i n t o  h e a v e n  w h e r e
h e  i s  n o w  p o s i t i o n e d  i n  a  p l a c e  o f  u l t i m a t e
a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h e  F a t h e r ’ s  s i d e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t
J e s u s  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  c a n  b r i d g e  t h e
d i v i d e  b e t w e e n  s i n f u l  p e o p l e  l i k e  u s  a n d  a
h o l y  G o d  w h o  i s  w i t h o u t  s i n  a t  a l l .  W e  b e l i e v e
t h a t  h e  w i l l  r e t u r n  s o m e d a y  t o  c o n s u m m a t e
t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  o n  e a r t h ,  w h i c h  H e  r u l e s
a s  o u r  r i g h t f u l  J u d g e  a n d  K i n g .

I n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  w h o  i s  G o d  I n  U s .  H e  i s  t h e
a g e n t  t h r o u g h  w h o m  G o d  c r e a t e d  t h e  w o r l d
a n d  b r i n g s  s a l v a t i o n  t o  h u m a n i t y .  H e  c o m e s  t o
u s  f r o m  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  S o n ,  a n d  t h r o u g h
H i m  w e  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  o u r  n e e d  f o r  G o d
a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s .  W h e n  a  p e r s o n  b e c o m e s
“ b o r n  a g a i n ”  h e  e n t e r s  t h a t  p e r s o n  a n d  p l a c e s
t h a t  p e r s o n  i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h  ( w h i c h  i s  t h e
B o d y  o f  C h r i s t ) .  H e  b r i n g s  u s  s e c u r i t y ,  h e l p ,
c o m f o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e .  H e  g i v e s  u s  g i f t s  w h i c h
e n a b l e  u s  s e r v e  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m  a n d  t o
p r o d u c e  g o o d  f r u i t  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  T h o u g h  w e  a r e
a b l e  t o  r e s i s t  h i m ,  i t  i s  G o d ’ s  d e s i r e  t h a t  e a c h
o f  u s  b e  f i l l e d  a n d  l e d  b y  H i m .

AT FOREST BROOK WE BELIEVE. . . (CONTINUED)
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I n  t h e  B i b l e ,  a s  G o d ’ s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e v e l a t i o n  t o
u s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  u s e d
h u m a n  a g e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t i m e  t o  r e c o r d  a n d
t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  6 6  b o o k s
w h i c h  w e  c a l l  t h e  H o l y  B i b l e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t
t h e s e  b o o k s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  G o d  i n  a
m a n n e r  u n i q u e  t o  a l l  o t h e r  h u m a n  l i t e r a t u r e  –
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  e s s e n c e  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .  T h e
m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  i s  t o  r e v e a l  w h o
G o d  i s  t o  u s ,  a n d  w h a t  H i s  p u r p o s e  i s  f o r
h u m a n  h i s t o r y .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  i s
c o m p l e t e ,  t r u s t w o r t h y  a n d  w i t h o u t  e r r o r  i n  a l l
t h a t  i t  a f f i r m s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  s t i l l
s p e a k s  t o  u s  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  b o o k s  t o d a y ,  a n d
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  m a t t e r s
c o n c e r n i n g  w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e  a n d  h o w  w e  a r e
t o  l i v e .

I n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t
G o d  m a d e  h u m a n  b e i n g s  i n  H i s  i m a g e  a n d
t h a t  i t  i s  o u r  p u r p o s e  t o  k n o w  a n d  w o r s h i p
H i m ,  t o  l o v e  H i m  a n d  t o  r e f l e c t  H i s  c h a r a c t e r
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h u m a n i t y  h a s
f a l l e n  f r o m  t h i s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  b y  f o l l o w i n g
o u r  o w n  s e l f i s h  d e s i r e s  a n d  d i s o b e y i n g  G o d ’ s
w i l l  f o r  u s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  h u m a n i t y  i s  s e p a r a t e d
f r o m  G o d  a n d  r e s t s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n
o f  s i n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  G o d
i s  t h a t  H e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o n t e n t  t o  l e a v e
h u m a n i t y  i n  i t s  f a l l e n  s t a t e ,  b u t  h a s  i n s t e a d
s e t  i n  m o t i o n  a  p l a n  o f  r e d e m p t i o n  i n  t h e
p e r s o n  a n d  w o r k  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t . . . .

AT FOREST BROOK WE BELIEVE. . . (CONTINUED)

12



. . . ( c o n t i n u e d )  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h r o u g h  J e s u s
w e  a r e  s e t  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  s i n  a n d
t h a t  w e  b e c o m e  a b l e  t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  o f  g r a c e  a n d
t r u t h ,  i n  r e s t o r e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  b o t h  G o d
a n d  o u r  f e l l o w  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t
e v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  e v e r  l i v e d  w i l l ,  a f t e r
t h e i r  d e a t h ,  b e  j u d g e d  b y  G o d  f o r  h o w  t h e y
l i v e d  t h e i r  l i f e .

I n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m  o f
t h e  B o d y  o f  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y .  T h e
c h u r c h  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e
b e e n  c a l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  o f  s i n  a n d  w h o
n o w  l i v e  i n  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  a d d s
t h o s e  H e  c h o o s e s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  v i a  t h e i r
i n d i v i d u a l  s a l v a t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
o n l y  o n e  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s
m a d e  u p  o f  a l l  o f  t h o s e ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r
i n d i v i d u a l  d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  w h o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d
J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  S a v i o u r  a n d  L o r d .  W e  b e l i e v e
t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  H e a d  o f  t h i s  o n e
c h u r c h ,  t h e  G r e a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e .
W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  u n i v e r s a l  c h u r c h  h a s
b e e n  c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  J e s u s  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  i n  t h i s  w o r l d
a n d  t o  b a p t i s e  a n d  t e a c h  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e
c a l l e d  t o  e n t e r  t h a t  K i n g d o m ,  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f
t h e  a g e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  w a s
g i v e n  t w o  s a c r a m e n t s ,  b a p t i s m  a n d
c o m m u n i o n ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i t  v i s i b l y
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d  o n  e a r t h .  

AT FOREST BROOK WE BELIEVE. . . (CONTINUED)
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W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h  a s s e m b l y  i s
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  m i c r o c o s m  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  u n i v e r s a l
c h u r c h .

I n  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  d o m i n i o n ,
o r  r u l e ,  o f  G o d ,  w h i c h  w a s  l o s t  o n  t h i s  e a r t h  b y
h u m a n i t y ’ s  f a l l  i n t o  s i n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d ’ s
r e d e m p t i v e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s t o r e
H i s  K i n g d o m  o n  e a r t h ,  t o  e v e r y  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e
H e  h a s  m a d e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  r e s t o r e d
K i n g d o m  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  o n  e a r t h  i n  t h e
p e r s o n  a n d  s a v i n g  w o r k  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d  t h a t
s i n c e  H i s  d e a t h  i t  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  g r o w i n g  t o
i n c l u d e  p e o p l e  f r o m  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d
e t h n i c i t y .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  m u s t  b e
“ b o r n  a g a i n ”  t o  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  K i n g d o m ,
a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p e r c e p t i b l e  t o
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  y e t  i n  t h e  S p i r i t .  A  p e r s o n
e n t e r s  t h i s  K i n g d o m  b y  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,
a n d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  s o u g h t  a b o v e
a l l  t h i n g s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  K i n g d o m  w i l l
o n e  d a y  b e  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  o n  e a r t h

AT FOREST BROOK WE BELIEVE. . . (CONTINUED)
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& FUTURE
O U R  H I S T O R Y

W e  t r e a s u r e  o u r  b e g i n n i n g s  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,
a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  l o o k i n g  t o w a r d  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h
f r e s h  e y e s .  L i k e  t h e  I n d i g e n o u s  p a r a b l e  o f  a  p e r s o n
w a l k i n g  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  t h e i r  b a c k  t o w a r d s  i t ,
f a c e  t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  p a s t ,  w e  h o n o u r  h o w
f a i t h f u l  G o d  h a s  b e e n  t h r o u g h  e a c h  c h a p t e r  o f
l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  h a s  c o m e  b e f o r e ,  a n d  y e t  w e
c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e  f r e s h  v i s i o n  f o r  w h a t ’ s  a h e a d .  

The values of family-style community and
gathering around the table together remain

front and center in our gatherings.
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R o o t e d  i n  t h e  B r e t h r e n  t r a d i t i o n ,  m a n y  o f  F o r e s t
B r o o k ’ s  e a r l y  m e m b e r s  c a m e  f r o m  c h u r c h e s
s u c h  a s  B e n d a l e  B i b l e  C h a p e l  a n d  D o n  V a l l e y
B i b l e  C h a p e l .  T h i s  t r a d i t i o n  e m p h a s i z e d  a  s t r o n g
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  S c r i p t u r e ,  e l d e r  l e a d e r s h i p ,
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  a u t o n o m y ,  a n d  w e e k l y
C o m m u n i o n .  W h i l e  F o r e s t  B r o o k  n o w  i d e n t i f i e s
a s  a  n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  c h u r c h ,
m a n y  o f  t h e s e  v a l u e s  r e m a i n  c e n t r a l  t o  w h o  w e
a r e .  W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  b i b l i c a l  t e a c h i n g ,
s h a r e d  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  t h e  L o r d ’ s  T a b l e  a s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  o u r  w e e k l y  g a t h e r i n g s .

Our Foundations

Our Beginnings
F o r e s t  B r o o k  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  b e g a n  i n  1 9 8 0  i n
P i c k e r i n g ,  b o r n  o u t  o f  a  s h a r e d  v i s i o n  a m o n g  a
s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  b e l i e v e r s  t o  p l a n t  a  B r e t h r e n
c h u r c h  i n  t h e  g r o w i n g  r e g i o n  b e t w e e n
S c a r b o r o u g h  a n d  O s h a w a .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  D u r h a m
R e g i o n  w a s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  m a d e  u p  o f  f a r m l a n d ,
s m a l l  v i l l a g e s ,  a n d  u n d e v e l o p e d  l a n d ,  e v e n  a s  t h e
C i t y  o f  T o r o n t o  c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n d i n g  e a s t w a r d
i n t o  s u b u r b i a .  T h e  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  r e c o g n i z e d
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  l o c a l  c h u r c h
p r e s e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  f a m i l i e s
w e r e  s e t t l i n g ,  b u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  p u t t i n g
d o w n  r o o t s .  I n  m a n y  w a y s ,  t h i s  e a r l y  v i s i o n
c o n t i n u e s  t o  s h a p e  w h o  w e  a r e  t o d a y  a s  w e  s e e k
t o  l i v e  o u t  o u r  f a i t h  w h e r e  w e  “ l i v e ,  w o r k ,  g o  t o
s c h o o l ,  a n d  p l a y . ”
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T h r o u g h o u t  o u r  h i s t o r y ,  F o r e s t  B r o o k  h a s  b e e n
s h a p e d  b y  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  h a s
g i f t s  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f
t h e  c h u r c h .  F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  c h u r c h
h a s  b e e n  l e d  b y  e l d e r s  a n d  f a i t h f u l  v o l u n t e e r s ,
l a t e r  a d d i n g  s t a f f  r o l e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  g r o w i n g
m i n i s t r y .  T o d a y ,  o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  c o n t i n u e s
t h r o u g h  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  m o d e l  t h a t  b r i n g s
t o g e t h e r  e l d e r s ,  b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  s t a f f  a s
w e  s e e k  G o d ’ s  d i r e c t i o n  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e
f u t u r e  o f  o u r  c h u r c h .

Our Leadership and Future

F o r e s t  B r o o k  f i r s t  m e t  a t  V a u g h n  W i l l a r d
P u b l i c  S c h o o l  i n  P i c k e r i n g  b e f o r e  e v e n t u a l l y
m o v i n g  i n t o  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  P i c k e r i n g  a n d  A j a x .
B o t h  p r o p e r t i e s  w e r e  g e n e r o u s l y  s o l d  t o  t h e
c h u r c h  f o r  o n e  d o l l a r  b y  J o h n  B o d d y  H o m e s
a n d  w e r e  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a c r i f i c i a l
g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  A f t e r  m o v i n g
i n t o  o u r  c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g  o n  K e a r n e y  D r i v e ,
t h e  c h u r c h  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  F o r e s t  B r o o k
C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  g r o w i n g
d e s i r e  t o  s e r v e  a n d  w e l c o m e  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
n e i g h b o u r h o o d .  T o d a y ,  o u r  f a c i l i t y  i s  u s e d
r e g u l a r l y  b y  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s ,  e v e n t s ,
c a m p s ,  a n d  l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  w e
c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e  o u r  c h u r c h  a s  a  p l a c e  t h a t
e x i s t s  n o t  o n l y  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t  f o r  o u r  w i d e r
c o m m u n i t y .

Our Home and Community
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LEGACY &

LEADERSHIP
W e  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  o n e  w h o  c o n s i d e r s  F o r e s t
B r o o k  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  h o m e  t o  w r e s t l e  w i t h  t h e
c o n c e p t s  o f  l e g a c y  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .

H o w  m i g h t  G o d  b e  i n v i t i n g  y o u  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f
H i s  l e g a c y ;  h o w  m i g h t  G o d  b e  i n v i t i n g  y o u  t o
s t e p  i n t o  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ?
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OUR SPACE
H O W  W E  V I E W

W e ’ v e  a l w a y s  v i e w e d  o u r
b u i l d i n g  a t  6 0  K e a r n e y
D r i v e  a s  a  b i g ,  h u g e
b l e s s i n g .  T h e  r e a s o n  i t ’ s
e v e n  ‘ o u r s ’  t o  c a l l  h o m e
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  i s
u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e
g e n e r o s i t y  a n d  k i n d n e s s
o f  a  l o c a l  d e v e l o p e r  w h o
p r i o r i t i z e d  f a i t h  c e n t e r s
a l o n g s i d e  n e w
n e i g h b o u r h o o d
d e v e l o p m e n t s .  G o d ’ s
p r o v i s i o n  i s  a  t h r o u g h l i n e
f o r  F o r e s t  B r o o k  w h e n  i t
c o m e s  t o  b u i l d i n g
p u r c h a s e ,  f i n a n c i n g  a n d
m a i n t e n a n c e .  T h i s  m e a n s
t h a t  w e  b o t h  s t e w a r d  i t
w e l l ,  a n d  s h a r e  i t
g e n e r o u s l y .  M o r e  a n d
m o r e  w e  a r e  d i s c o v e r i n g
t h e  w a y s  o u r  f a c i l i t y  c a n
e m b o d y  t h e  m i s s i o n a l
i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  f o r
h o w  G o d  m i g h t  w a n t  u s
t o  r e i m a g i n e  i t s  u s e  f o r
t h e  s a k e  o f  o u r
c o m m u n i t y .
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H O W  W E  V I E W  O U R  S P A C E
( C O N T I N U E D )

W e  o f t e n  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  w o u l d  i n h a b i t
o u r  s p a c e  i n  s u c h  o b v i o u s  a n d  t a n g i b l e  w a y s  t h a t
w h o e v e r  e n t e r s  g e t s  a  t a s t e  o f  G o d ’ s  g o o d n e s s  a n d
p e a c e .  W e  d e s i r e  t o  u s e  o u r  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  b a s e  f o r
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  o u r  m i s s i o n ,  w i t h o u t
m a k i n g  i t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  o u r  i d e n t i t y .

What this looks like:
We don’t consider any
part of our building or
its furniture to be
untouchable,sacred or
off-limits.

The booking of rentals
and internal
programming is given
great care and
attention ensuring
that our values are
reflected in our
schedule. 
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OUR PLACE
H O W  W E  V I E W

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t l i n e  o f  m i n i s t r y  i s  w h e r e
w e  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  g o  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  p l a y .  T h r o u g h  t h i s
l e n s ,  p l a c e  i s  a  m u l t i f a c e t e d  c o n c e p t .  B e c o m i n g
g o o d  n e i g h b o u r s  i n  o u r  p h y s i c a l  f o o t p r i n t  i n  A j a x ,
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s  w e  i n h a b i t  w h e n
w e  s c a t t e r  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  w a y  w e  j o i n  G o d ’ s
m i s s i o n .

B e y o n d  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  w e  d e s i r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a n d
c o n t r i b u t e  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y s  t o  o u r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  A s  a  c h u r c h  f a m i l y  w e  l o n g  t o  g r o w
o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  l o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  a n d  b u i l d
m e a n i n g f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w e l l  b e y o n d  o u r  c h u r c h
w a l l s .  W e  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  ‘ w i t h n e s s ’ ,
r a d i c a l  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  s t r a n g e r s  a n d  m u t u a l i t y  -
r e c e i v i n g  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  f e e l
u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  b u t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  i n  a u t h e n t i c
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

A posture of openness and curiosity towards
our neighbours, a willingness to learn from
and about our neighbourhood contexts
Joining/leading/fostering a network of
community partners in the Ajax region, with
the flourishing of our neighbourhood in mind.

What this looks like:
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W e  s t r i v e  t o  b e  a  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e
b e l o n g s .  W e  v a l u e  t h e  w a y  G o d  e x p r e s s e s  H i s
i m a g e  t h r o u g h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  d e p e n d  o n  t h e
d i v e r s i t y  a m o n g  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  H i s  c h a r a c t e r
m o r e  f u l l y .  W e  s e e  o u r s e l v e s  a s  a  f a m i l y ;  t h e
m a n y  r o l e s ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  g i f t s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s
c r e a t i n g  a  s u p p o r t i v e ,  i n c l u s i v e  a n d  s a f e
e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  g r o w ,  d i s c o v e r  a n d  s h a r e
e x p e r i e n c e s .  A n d  l i k e w i s e ,  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  e a c h
o n e  c o n t r i b u t e s  i n  t h e  u n i q u e  w a y  t h e y ’ r e  w i r e d .
W e  s h a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  ‘ w o r k ’
t o g e t h e r  t o w a r d  a  c o m m o n  v i s i o n .

A c r o s s  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  m i n i s t r y  a r e a ,  w e
f i x  o u r  e y e s  o n  t h e  s a m e  h o r i z o n .  A t  t h e  s a m e
t i m e ,  w e  c u l t i v a t e  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  r e l e a s e
c r e a t i v i t y  t o w a r d s  o u r  c o m m o n  g o a l .  W e  h o p e  t o
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r i g h t  b a l a n c e  o f  a l i g n m e n t  a n d
a u t o n o m y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  G o d ’ s
c r e a t i v i t y  a t  w o r k ,  u s e  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  w e l l ,  a n d
m o v e  t o g e t h e r .  I t  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  m i s s i o n a l  h e a r t
a n d  a  p o s t u r e  t h a t  i s  o p e n  a n d  e a g e r  t o  j o i n
G o d ’ s  w o r k  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

TOGETHER
I N  I T
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When we are Gathered:
Y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  b e  h i r e d  s t a f f  o r  a  m e m b e r
o f  t h e  E l d e r s  L e a d e r s h i p  G r o u p  ( o r  a n y t h i n g
e l s e  ‘ o f f i c i a l ’ )  t o  l e a d  a t  F o r e s t  B r o o k .  W e
v a l u e  t h e  m i x  o f  v o i c e s  i n  o u r  g a t h e r i n g s
t h r o u g h  p r e a c h i n g ,  l e a d i n g  w o r s h i p ,  p r a y i n g ,
h o s t i n g ,  s h a r i n g  s t o r i e s  a n d  l e a d i n g
c o m m u n i o n .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o u r  g a t h e r i n g s
c a n  l o o k  l i k e  o f f e r i n g  a  f r i e n d l y  h e l l o  a t  t h e
d o o r ,  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  s e r v i n g  c o f f e e ,
s h e p h e r d i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  h o l d i n g  b a b i e s ,
k e e p i n g  o u r  f a c i l i t y  s a f e ,  o r  p r e p a r i n g  a n d
s e r v i n g  c o m m u n i o n .  T h r o u g h o u t  e v e r y  F o r e s t
B r o o k  m i n i s t r y  a r e a ,  l e a d e r s  a r e  e m p o w e r e d
b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  t o  l e a d ,  g u i d e ,  s e r v e  a n d
h e l p ,  a n d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  c h u r c h - w i d e  f o c u s e s
w i t h i n  t h e i r  s c o p e .

In our own Communities
W e  e m b o d y  a n  e t h o s  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a n d
m o b i l i z i n g  o u r  s h a r e d  v i s i o n  w h e r e  w e  l i v e ,
w o r k ,  g o  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  p l a y .  W e  l i v e
e m p o w e r e d ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
a n d  s h a r e  l i f e  w i t h  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s .  W e  l o o k
f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  j o i n  G o d ’ s  w o r k  a r o u n d
u s ,  a n d  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t  w h e r e v e r
w e  g o .
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How we work together:
T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i s  d e e p l y  l i n k e d
t o  c r e a t i o n  a n d  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  o u r  C r e a t o r .  I n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  w e  t a k e  a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e m  t o g e t h e r
a n d  c r e a t e  s o m e t h i n g  n e w .  C o l l a b o r a t i o n
c a l l s  u s  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  a  s h a r e d  v i s i o n
o f  t h e  f i n a l  o u t c o m e ,  e a c h  b r i n g i n g  o u r
u n i q u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  -  t i m e ,  t r e a s u r e  o r  t a l e n t
t o  t h e  t a b l e .

A  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  p u t s  e m p h a s i s
a n d  p r i o r i t y  o n  t e a m w o r k ,  o p e n
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  p r o b l e m -
s o l v i n g .  T h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e
e n v i r o n m e n t  i n h e r e n t l y  i n c o r p o r a t e s  s h a r e d
v i s i o n ,  h u m i l i t y  a n d  t r u s t .  T h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o
‘ s i l o ’  i s  a n  e v e r - p r e s e n t  r e a l i t y  i n  a  c h u r c h
s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  o n e  t h a t  w e  r e s i s t .  O u r  v i s i o n
a s k s  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e
t r i n i t a r i a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  -  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  a n d
d e f e r e n t i a l  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r .
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TOGETHER
D ISCERN ING

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  s p e a k s  t o  u s  –  a n d  b e c a u s e
o f  t h a t ,  w e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  l i s t e n  a n d
r e s p o n d .  T h e  r o l e  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  G o d  i s  a  c o r e
c a l l i n g  i n  o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  -  w e  s e e k  G o d ’ s
p r e s e n c e ,  w i s d o m  a n d  p e a c e  b e f o r e  w e  m o v e
f o r w a r d .

T h e  a c t  o f  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  r e s p o n d i n g  i s  k e y  t o  o u r
s p i r i t u a l  f o r m a t i o n  -  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  a s  a  g r o u p .
A s  w e  l i s t e n ,  w e  b e g i n  t o  d i s c e r n  w h e r e  G o d  i s  a t
w o r k .  A s  w e  d i s c e r n ,  w e  a r e  g i v e n  c l a r i t y  a s  t o
w h e r e  w e  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  n e x t .  A s  w e  m o v e  t o
w h e r e  w e  s e n s e  G o d ’ s  c a l l ,  w e  g a i n  a  s e n s e  o f
H i s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  c a l l .

W e  s e n s e  t h a t  o u r  r o l e  a s  l e a d e r s  i s  m o r e  o f t e n
t o  b e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  l e a d  v s .  r e a c t .  W e  s e e k  t o
b e  l e d  t o  w h e r e  G o d  w o u l d  c a l l  u s  i n s t e a d  o f
d r i v e n  b y  t h e  d e m a n d s  a r o u n d  u s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  d o
t h i s  w e  n e e d  t o  s e t  a s i d e  p r o a c t i v e  t i m e  t o  l i s t e n
a n d  d i s c e r n ,  s e e k i n g  t o  b e  ‘ a h e a d ’  o f  t h e  n e x t
s e a s o n  o f  c h u r c h  l i f e ,  w h i l e  t h o u g h t f u l l y  l e a d i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  ‘ r i g h t  n o w ’  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w e l l
a b o u t  w h e r e  w e ’ r e  h e a d e d  n e x t .
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D I S C E R N I N G  T O G E T H E R
( C O N T I N U E D )

T h i s  r e q u i r e s  s e t t i n g  t i m e
a s i d e  t o  a s k  t h e  r i g h t
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  s e e k  G o d ’ s
i n s i g h t  f o r  w h a t  c o m e s
n e x t .  I t  w i l l  r e q u i r e
e x a m i n i n g  h o w  w e  s p e n d
o u r  t i m e , h o w  w e  m e e t  a n d
s e t  a g e n d a s  a n d  a
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  m o v e  a n d
r e a c t  o n  e v e r y  i m p u l s e
b e f o r e  s e e k i n g  G o d ’ s  l e a d .

T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e  u s  t o
c o n t i n u e  t o  i n v i t e  m o r e
a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  i n t o  t h i s
p r o c e s s  w i t h  u s  –  c r e a t i n g
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  o u r
c o l l e c t i v e  i m p u l s e  i s  t o
l i s t e n ,  d i s c e r n  a n d  b e  a g i l e
t o  r e s p o n d  t o  G o d ’ s  c a l l
f o r  F o r e s t  B r o o k .

We desire to continue to grow in our
collective discernment practice.
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FOREST BROOK
M E M B E R S H I P  A T

B e l o n g i n g  i n  t h e  l o c a l
c h u r c h  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f
i n  s e v e r a l  w a y s .  O u r
p r a y e r  i s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e
w h o  a t t e n d s  a n d
p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f
t h i s  c o m m u n i t y
c o n s i d e r s  i t  t o  b e  t h e i r
c h u r c h  h o m e .  O u r
c o v e n a n t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  i s  r o o t e d
i n  G o d ’ s  i n s t r u c t i o n s
a r o u n d  o u r  ‘ o n e -
a n o t h e r i n g ’  —  a s  t h e
e v i d e n c e  o f  H i s  l o v e
a m o n g  u s ,  a n d  a
t e s t i m o n y  o f  H i s
g o o d n e s s  t o  t h e  w o r l d
a r o u n d  u s .  

A s  a  c h u r c h ,  w e ’ r e  a l s o  a
f o r m a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h
t h e  O n t a r i o  N o t - f o r -
P r o f i t  C o r p o r a t i o n s  A c t ,
a l s o  k n o w n  a s  O N C A .
T h i s  h o l d s  u s
a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e
l e g a l l y  a n d  p r a c t i c e
g o o d  g o v e r n a n c e .  I t  a l s o
c r e a t e s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n
o u r  f i n a n c i a l

m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  a l l o w s
u s  t o  p r a c t i c e
g e n e r o s i t y  i n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y .
 
U n d e r  t h i s  a c t ,
i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  b e c o m e
c o r p o r a t e  m e m b e r s  o f
o u r  c h u r c h .  T h i s  a l l o w s
m e m b e r s  t o  h a v e
g o v e r n a n c e - r e l a t e d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e
u p h e l d  b y  o u r  b y l a w s .
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h i n g s
l i k e :  v o t i n g  a t  A n n u a l
G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g s ,
a c c e s s  t o  a u d i t e d
f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,
a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e
s e l e c t i o n  a n d  e l e c t i o n
o f  e l d e r s .  C h o o s i n g  t o
b e c o m e  a  c o r p o r a t e
m e m b e r  g i v e s  y o u  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  i n
o u r  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  h e a l t h .
W i t h i n  o u r  s t r u c t u r e ,
t h i s  a l s o  a l l o w s  y o u  t o
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r
l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s ,  s u c h
a s  a n  e l d e r  o r  a  d i r e c t o r
o n  o u r  B o a r d .  27



M E M B E R S H I P  A T  F O R E S T  B R O O K  
( C O N T I N U E D )

T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
b e c o m e  a  c o r p o r a t e
m e m b e r  i s  m o r e  f u l l y
a r t i c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h  a
m e m b e r s h i p  p r o c e s s .
T h i s  p r o c e s s  c a n  t a k e
s e v e r a l  f o r m s  -  i n  a
g r o u p  s e t t i n g ,  o r
t h r o u g h  d i a l o g u e  w i t h
s t a f f  a n d  e l d e r s .  T h r o u g h
t h i s ,  w e  s h a r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w h o
w e  a r e  -  o u r  h i s t o r y ,  o u r
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t h e  w a y s
t h a t  w e  o p e r a t e .  W e
s h a r e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,
l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  o n e
a n o t h e r  a n d  t h e  s t o r i e s
t h a t  b r o u g h t  u s  t o g e t h e r
h e r e  a t  F o r e s t  B r o o k .
F i n a l l y ,  w h e n  p e o p l e  d o
c h o o s e  t o  b e c o m e
m e m b e r s ,  w e  c e l e b r a t e ;
i t  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  u s
w h e n  p e o p l e  c h o o s e  t o
j o i n  u s  i n  t h i s
m e a n i n g f u l  w a y

So, welcome to Forest
Brook. A community
of Jesus followers on a
collective journey to
listen and discern
God’s voice, listen to
one another and
listen to our
community. 

What you read here is
a living and evolving
articulation of where
God is leading us as
His church. We’re
grateful to journey
alongside you, and
excited about where
God will take us next.
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PRAYER
A  C O - M I S S I O N I N G

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we
commission you to reflect God's love, follow
Jesus and bring hope to your neighbours -

where you live, work, go to school and play.

May following Jesus permeate every aspect of
your life, and may you live confidently in

God's love. We commission you to share in
God's mission to restore the world He loves.

May we be good neighbours - open and
curious with our teammates, co-workers,

teachers, students, friends, clients,
community leaders and strangers - learning
to work together for the good of our cities,

loving freely, sharing hope and offering peace.

May we be radically hospitable - noticing
those who are overlooked or excluded, and

tell them they're seen and welcome, and
simply go be 'with' them....
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A  C O - M I S S I O N I N G  P R A Y E R  ( C O N T I N U E D )

...May we ‘read the winds’, seeing God at work
in the world around us, and responding as He

invites. May we carry with us only what we
really need, so that we're agile and ready.

May we listen, learn and discern together-
holding plans loosely, and putting down

anything that's holding us back - because
God, your way is better.

May we become more and more like Jesus as
we follow Him - more and more who we were

made to be.

When we gather big, or small, may it be a safe
space for all of us to belong. 

May we choose relationships over structures
and systems, and care deeply for one another.
May we bravely bring our whole selves to our
covenantal community, because we know our

whole self is accepted here....
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A  C O - M I S S I O N I N G  P R A Y E R  ( C O N T I N U E D )

...May we share the Jesus Story, and our own
stories, and celebrate as they intersect and
continue to be written in our world today.

May we, Forest Brook, fix our eyes on the
same horizon, and use our imaginations and

creativity to journey towards that horizon
together.

God, we are your church, and it’s your Spirit
who empowers us to collaborate and lead, to

worship and pray, to play and to grow, to
work and study, to explore and move, to

flourish in every season. We choose to bring
your Dream into reality - together - and may
YOUR Kingdom come - in our homes and our
workplaces and our schools and our arenas,
dance studios and pickleball courts, in our

town halls and our street corners, on Earth as
it is in Heaven. Amen!
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	No matter where you are on your  spiritual journey, you’re welcome here.
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	BELIEVE
	St. Augustine put it this way, "In essentials, unity;  in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity."
	So what happens when we disagree? Our leadership is guided by three principles: precepts, preferences and practices. If a matter is determined to be a precept (something we are given clear direction on in the Scriptures) then we hold to that together. If something is determined to be a preference, then the Romans 14 injunction applies. If something is determined to be a practice - something that we have to "do" together, then leadership discerns and decides together.
	AT FOREST BROOK

	WE BELIEVE...
	In Jesus Christ, the Son of God. We believe that Jesus exists eternally as the second member of the Godhead, and that he was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, lived a perfectly sinless life and gave himself as a sacrifice for the sins of all humanity by dying on the cross. We believe that after three days he rose from the dead, demonstrating his power over sin and death, and that he then ascended into heaven where he is now positioned in a place of ultimate authority at the Father’s side. We believe that Jesus is the only one who can bridge the divide between sinful people like us and a holy God who is without sin at all. We believe that he will return someday to consummate the Kingdom of God on earth, which He rules as our rightful Judge and King.
	In the Holy Spirit, who is God In Us. He is the agent through whom God created the world and brings salvation to humanity. He comes to us from the Father and the Son, and through Him we become aware of our need for God and forgiveness. When a person becomes “born again” he enters that person and places that person into the Church (which is the Body of Christ). He brings us security, help, comfort and guidance. He gives us gifts which enable us serve in the Kingdom and to produce good fruit in our lives. Though we are able to resist him, it is God’s desire that each of us be filled and led by Him.
	In the Bible, as God’s particular revelation to us. We believe that the Holy Spirit used human agents throughout time to record and to preserve the integrity of the 66 books which we call the Holy Bible. We believe that these books are therefore inspired by God in a manner unique to all other human literature – that they are in essence the Word of God. The main purpose of the Bible is to reveal who God is to us, and what His purpose is for human history. We believe that the Bible is complete, trustworthy and without error in all that it affirms. We believe that God still speaks to us through these books today, and that it is the final authority of matters concerning what we believe and how we are to live.
	In the salvation of humanity. We believe that God made human beings in His image and that it is our purpose to know and worship Him, to love Him and to reflect His character in the world. We believe that humanity has fallen from this original intention by following our own selfish desires and disobeying God’s will for us. As a result, humanity is separated from God and rests under the condemnation of sin. We believe that the good news of God is that He has not been content to leave humanity in its fallen state, but has instead set in motion a plan of redemption in the person and work of Jesus Christ....
	...(continued) We believe that through Jesus we are set free from the control of sin and that we become able to live a life of grace and truth, in restored relationships with both God and our fellow human beings. We believe that every person who has ever lived will, after their death, be judged by God for how they lived their life.
	In the church, which is the living organism of the Body of Christ in the world today. The church is made up of all of those who have been called out of their life of sin and who now live in community with one another as the people of God. We believe that God adds those He chooses to the church via their individual salvation. We believe that there is only one church in the world and that it is made up of all of those, irrespective of their individual denomination, who have accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of this one church, the Great Shepherd of God’s people. We believe that this universal church has been commissioned by Jesus to proclaim the presence of the Kingdom of God in this world and to baptise and teach all of those who are called to enter that Kingdom, until the end of the age. We believe that the church was given two sacraments, baptism and communion, through which it visibly demonstrates the grace of God on earth.
	We believe that the local church assembly is essentially a microcosm of this great universal church.
	In the Kingdom of God, which is the dominion, or rule, of God, which was lost on this earth by humanity’s fall into sin. We believe that God’s redemptive purpose is to ultimately restore His Kingdom on earth, to every living creature He has made. We believe that this restored Kingdom was inaugurated on earth in the person and saving work of Jesus, and that since His death it has since been growing to include people from every generation and ethnicity. We believe that a person must be “born again” to become part of this Kingdom, and that it is practically imperceptible to those who are not yet in the Spirit. A person enters this Kingdom by faith in Jesus Christ, and that this is something to be sought above all things. We believe that this Kingdom will one day be fully realized on earth
	OUR HISTORY

	& FUTURE
	The values of family-style community and gathering around the table together remain front and center in our gatherings.

	Our Home and Community
	Our Leadership and Future
	LEGACY &

	LEADERSHIP
	HOW WE VIEW

	OUR SPACE
	We often pray that the Spirit of God would inhabit our space in such obvious and tangible ways that whoever enters gets a taste of God’s goodness and peace. We desire to use our building as a base for activities that support our mission, without making it the center of our identity.

	What this looks like:
	We don’t consider any part of our building or its furniture to be untouchable,sacred or off-limits.
	The booking of rentals and internal programming is given great care and attention ensuring that our values are reflected in our schedule.
	HOW WE VIEW

	OUR PLACE
	What this looks like:
	A posture of openness and curiosity towards our neighbours, a willingness to learn from and about our neighbourhood contexts Joining/leading/fostering a network of community partners in the Ajax region, with the flourishing of our neighbourhood in mind.
	IN IT

	TOGETHER
	When we are Gathered:
	In our own Communities
	How we work together:
	DISCERNING

	TOGETHER
	We desire to continue to grow in our collective discernment practice.
	This requires setting time aside to ask the right questions and seek God’s insight for what comes next. It will require examining how we spend our time,how we meet and set agendas and a resistance to move and react on every impulse before seeking God’s lead.
	This will also require us to continue to invite more and more people into this process with us – creating an environment where our collective impulse is to listen, discern and be agile to respond to God’s call for Forest Brook.
	MEMBERSHIP AT

	FOREST BROOK
	The opportunity to become a corporate member is more fully articulated through a membership process. This process can take several forms - in a group setting, or through dialogue with staff and elders. Through this, we share information about who we are - our history, our practices and the ways that we operate. We share in conversation, learning more about one another and the stories that brought us together here at Forest Brook. Finally, when people do choose to become members, we celebrate; it means a lot to us when people choose to join us in this meaningful way

	So, welcome to Forest Brook. A community of Jesus followers on a collective journey to listen and discern God’s voice, listen to one another and listen to our community.
	What you read here is a living and evolving articulation of where God is leading us as His church. We’re grateful to journey alongside you, and excited about where God will take us next.
	A CO-MISSIONING

	PRAYER
	By the power of the Holy Spirit, we commission you to reflect God's love, follow Jesus and bring hope to your neighbours - where you live, work, go to school and play.
	May following Jesus permeate every aspect of your life, and may you live confidently in God's love. We commission you to share in God's mission to restore the world He loves.
	May we be good neighbours - open and curious with our teammates, co-workers, teachers, students, friends, clients, community leaders and strangers - learning to work together for the good of our cities, loving freely, sharing hope and offering peace.
	May we be radically hospitable - noticing those who are overlooked or excluded, and tell them they're seen and welcome, and simply go be 'with' them....

	...May we ‘read the winds’, seeing God at work in the world around us, and responding as He invites. May we carry with us only what we really need, so that we're agile and ready.
	May we listen, learn and discern together- holding plans loosely, and putting down anything that's holding us back - because God, your way is better.
	May we become more and more like Jesus as we follow Him - more and more who we were made to be.
	When we gather big, or small, may it be a safe space for all of us to belong.
	May we choose relationships over structures and systems, and care deeply for one another. May we bravely bring our whole selves to our covenantal community, because we know our whole self is accepted here....
	...May we share the Jesus Story, and our own stories, and celebrate as they intersect and continue to be written in our world today.
	May we, Forest Brook, fix our eyes on the same horizon, and use our imaginations and creativity to journey towards that horizon together.
	God, we are your church, and it’s your Spirit who empowers us to collaborate and lead, to worship and pray, to play and to grow, to work and study, to explore and move, to flourish in every season. We choose to bring your Dream into reality - together - and may YOUR Kingdom come - in our homes and our workplaces and our schools and our arenas, dance studios and pickleball courts, in our town halls and our street corners, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Amen!

